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Nebraska is #1

Nebraska resettles more refugees per
capita than any other state

?3)’)6[)0“)’) Q)Q)e 33&)0 bo |

§mepomo@&3§wooe er) eﬁswquoocogé

(:]P sQOMN3 G?GI)QJGD 603 GOD’DG-:?GPOOODS
;.; Our newest neighbors
\‘/ Nebraska will receive an estimated 1,850
) O refugees in 2024 and 1,975 in 2025.
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Economic boost
$ Each refugee who comes to Omaha creates
M $34,000 of direct and indirect spending.
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Critical workforce support

? ? Nebraska has 54,000 unfilled jobs, and only 39
O available workers for every 100 jobs. Refugees fill
O e 2% vital positions in industries that have critical
<! worker shortages.
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RESI%W#@ WORLD SPEAKS

From 2023-2024, Restoring
Dignity hired Wilder Research
to conduct a study on housing

issues impacting refugees in

Omaha, Nebraska. These are
the key findings of that study.
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L Young families

PP 74% of recently resettled refugees are under the
age of 35 and 44% of those are under the age of
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Refugees receive only 90 days of support

before they are expected to be fully self-
Y P Y Total households using services by

sufﬂaent ) zip code and metro routes
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Total Households by Zip Code with School Districts 4
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'I Current worldwide situation

% There are 36 million refugees worldwide who P e

have fled their homes due to war, genocide and
persecution. Only one percent are able to . A
resettle to another country every year. =P
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Global situation
In 2024, the USA will predominately receive
refugees from Burma (Rohingya), Africa (Congo, CQ@OS&?QO&;) X o)
Sudan, South Sudan and Eritrea), Afghanistan goog_) 6 OD@ (30)0?0'33?')3(.\)880 Cg? Qﬂ
and Ukr‘gine.
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e BARRIER Upon airport arrival, families are taken to a rental house or apartment theyegld not choosd'(orto a h{))tel if no housing
can be identified). Without a SSN, rental history, or income, they are limited to landlords willing to work around traditional
appl|cat|or; processes. Oftentlmes thesepouslrgg condglons are substancd(arg S 2 o
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. OLUi}IO estore landlord incentive and risk mitigation funds, so landlords are financially protected and thus more likely to rent
to new refugees This would expand available housmg
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. SbLUTiON Create educatlonal resources and trainings for landlor s so they have more mformatron about the refugee
resettlement process and renting to refugees. Recruit landlords to attend the Omaha Refugee Task Force Housing Subcommittee
to develop relationships and to bring concerns to housing agencies,
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ESPECIALLY FOR LARGER & MUSLIM FAMILIES (a300:00(3E aagoSqpieanBanmiost gocot Somioqps)
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e BARRIER ‘I;_arger refugee famllles £7 or more members) have a very difficult time flndlngJ Iarge enougp housmg
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ION Hire housing advocacy staff who work with the city, county and state on the creation of larger
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N |3a s can create halacl Ioans W|t fees bunt in, so Musllm famllles can purchase homes. el
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FIRST HOME CHOICE (VDB IO eg_sqldi@f::)

BARRIER Due to the nature of resettlement, new refugee families avel'their first home chosen for them. @Bq&ém@@émécﬁ gﬁesspoo& coaSq
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They then sign a lease on a home they didn't choose or see. Many families feel stuck in substandard housing
and in unsafe nelghborhoods as a result. TRANSLATIon
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SOLUTION Build temporary housing, or a “welcome center” or “refugee resource center,” where refugees
can be temporarily housed (up to six months) and where supportive, wrap around services are on site,
mcludlng ESL classes Families can then work W|th housm caseworkerg tofind a preferred glace to live.
G@G]C §p._'> smoo@qp 330300 onWd (6 coas) oo 603 sce&geeoosaee{) ooemm@leoeslaocooo
2QYU02 30220 POYP3Z20R00 me@ommo@oeoegocm 8 0DPOGEIMELS(JCs |%a(2cpomoocoo
S’ao 3208 38 500320200 NHOFEIOICHYPIMOADOYPEN VOO0 o:llcsassasmmooogooo H={oH (5]|| :
wC: S$ fos) eogg 304Ps :DES’DGGPE{P eocepgaeesooc osooe“.scoo 2 006500COPE200 saeesepm =0
(5 oocscoo
LUTIglN eve op a eIcome Co- op " to centrallze resettlement housing services in one location.
s@s]c sa [g$copdesepg ey zaosooescoamaoceoao FBOERO§EINCHYPIF0IDEFEP
gm G30DCSCH$ VLIF||OMCLHAO D Welcome Co- Op" O§OMD 6UDE3OIC 6L2 z0li

,,
-
O

o

o

RESTURING Wilder 2 Y
front %
DIGN"‘V WORLD SPEAKS Research. ngI‘C

INVESTMENTS

Information. Insight. Impact.



busing Bartiers ¢ ?foéwfwms

GO0

SOBQSGP OOM $8§C®CCD83 3200003 33&) Q:“’)S&C

(|

C/
] o

'6[ggCagp0qps2

HOME MAINTENANCE & OWNERSHIP
EDUCATION_
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BARRIER Many refugees come from camps with no electrical, heating,
plumbing or refrigeration. Coming to America, they must learn a completely
new system <
32073 saa)., smoo&‘gsaqp o)ooe C\}JO‘DOGQI 32060z oI eqé)ma)moowﬁ
[>) GLDO’J anreoaoa’.)es]eoa') 3P 03953 qpue Cplealslevatevll]al]
B%I e_ll ooe@’)c 0$032200 eL,') 00 32660§003) 6EPODODDPOSCOD
[C$00 e eeuecocv)oocoa ole
SOLUTION Expand programs that teac famllles how to acclimate, including
teachlng apout their rights as renters
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SOLUTION Create programs that teach families how to build credit for home
loans ‘gnd about the process of buylng a horusoe g 5
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OLUTION Hire cultural lidisons who live at apartment complexes with high
refugee populations, and have them serve as brokers between landlords and
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COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT
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BARRIER New arrival famllles who do not have a sponsor do not

acclimate as well as famllles who do.
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SOLUTION Community members can sponsor a newly arrived refugee
family. Sponsorship includes setting up the family's apartment, meeting
them at the airport and providing guidance for the family’s first 6-9
months. Contact Refugee Empowerment Center or Lutheran Family
Servicres for more |nformat|0n / - o .
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ON-GOING SUPPORT
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o« BARRIER 90 days of support is not enough for refugee
families to properly acclimate to America. Families feel that
they fall ofg a cliff wherg they lose this support o) suddcenly
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. SOLU ION Increase financia support to resettlement
agencies, so they can provide assistance to families for up to a
year.
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PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION
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BARRIER Many refugees cannot afford a car within the first years of
being resettled Thgy rely on public transporrtartl‘on
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BARRIER Omaha's publlc transportatlon is severely limited in
neighborhoods that families perceive as safe. Thus families feel stuck
in unsafe neighborhoods because they cannot use the bus in
neighborhoods they want to live in. Families also struggle with 1to 2
hour bus vgait g|mes
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SOLUTION Increase bus lines throughout Omaha,
particularly by schools and grocery stores, and decrease the
wait time between buses
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