capita than any other state.
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Nebraska resettles more refugees per
[ From 2023-2024, Restoring
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; ° ; Our newest neighbors issues impacting refugees in

\‘d Nebraska will receive an estimated 1,850 Omaha, Nebraska. These are

‘, s refugees in 2024 and 1,975 in 2025. the key findings of that study.
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Economic boost
$ Each refugee who comes to Omaha creates
M $34,000 of direct and indirect spending.
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L Young families

74% of recently resettled refugees are under the

age of 35 and 44% of those are under the age of
18.

[

Olo= slo dslgil>
5 35,15 (o Jlw 35 5 3l oaud buls Lygs| a8 o Bauialy suayd 74%

515 ¢y Jlo 18 135 LaiT 3uns8 %44
L'l'a)

90
DAYS
39320 Cules>

d9 )40 )l.b.ul Cls.ul)| d.;._‘) ..)..uS.w L.ASL’).) L.AJLQ})Q) 90 oo ung.z.Ql.u
bl 1Sag> olS
%
resettle to another country every year.
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Limited support

Refugees receive only 90 days of support
before they are expected to be fully self-
sufficient.

Current worldwide situation

There are 36 million refugees worldwide who
have fled their homes due to war, genocide and
persecution. Only one percent are able to

Global situation

In 2024, the USA will predominately receive
refugees from Burma (Rohingya), Africa (Congo,
Sudan, South Sudan and Eritrea), Afghanistan

and Ukraine.ujle_? ’ x -9
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Total households using services by
zip code and metro routes
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AFFORDABLE HOUSING olijl sl 41>
THAT DOESN'T REQUIRE BACKGROUND CHECKS & CO-SIGNERS 35|35 ()9 38 (puoudl 4 g (3lgw uwyp @ Lo qu

« BARRIER Upon airport arrival, families are taken to a rental house or apartment they did not choose (or to a hotel if no housing
can be identified). Without a SSN, rental history, or income, they are limited to landlords willing to work around traditional
application processes. Oftentimes, these housing conditions are substandard.
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e SOLUTION Restore landlord incentive and risk mitigation funds, so landlords are financially protected and thus more likely to
rent to new refugees. This would expand available housing.
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o SOLUTION Create educational resources and trainings for landlords, so they have more information about the refugee
resettlement process and renting to refugees. Recruit landlords to attend the Omaha Refugee Task Force Housing
Subcommittee to develop relationships and to bring concerns to housing agencies.
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HOUSING OPTIONS Silw A glo djS
ESPECIALLY FOR LARGER & MUSLIM FAMILIES  (yladue (slo Juoldg xi5)n sl oolgils> (sl Loguas

o BARRIER Larger refugee families (7 or more members) have a very difficult time finding large enough housing.
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o BARRIER Many Muslim families want to buy a house, but cannot take out a mortgage that has interest, due to
Islamic law.
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e SOLUTION Build larger, affordable units (4 to 6 bedroom apartments and homes).
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e« SOLUTION Hire housing advocacy staff who work with the city, county and state on the creation of larger
housing.
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o SOLUTION Banks can create “halal loans” with fees built in, so Muslim families can purchase homes.
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FIRST HOME CHOICE
ool 4> Ll

e BARRIER Due to the nature of resettlement, new refugee families have their first home chosen
for them. They then sign a lease on a home they didn’t choose or see. Many families feel stuck in
_ substandard housing and in unsafe neighborhoods as a result. TRANSLATIon
lay Lgil .2l 03, Ol 593 (sl |y G 030l 13> (5o 0316315 1330 Sl sl e 2o o
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o SOLUTION Build temporary housing, or a “welcome center” or “refugee resource center,” where
refugees can be temporarily housed (up to six months) and where supportive, wrap around services
are on site, including ESL classes. Families can then work with housing caseworkers to find a
preferred place to live.
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e SOLUTION Develop a “Welcome Co-op” to centralize resettlement housing services in one i : Ve : A
location.
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HOME MAINTENANCE & OWNERSHIP ON-GOING SUPPORT
EDUCATION i Pgl.&o wl”
al> '..AAS’[D 9 uﬁl)ng ba> u.d)g‘ﬂ o BARRIER 90 days of support is not enough for refugee

families to properly acclimate to America. Families feel
that they fall off a cliff when they lose this support so
suddenly.
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e SOLUTION Expand programs that teach families how to acclimate, e

including teaching about their rights as renters. : - : i
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o BARRIER Many refugees come from camps with no electrical,
heating, plumbing or refrigeration. Coming to America, they must
learn a completely new system.

o SOLUTION Increase financial support to resettlement

o SOLUTION Create programs that teach families how to build credit
for home loans and about the process of buying a house.
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e SOLUTION Hire cultural liaisons who live at apartment complexes 5 PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION
with high refugee populations, and have them serve as brokers :
between landlords and families. dole Oyganilys
Cuox b oled)ybl slo o0 3 @S auiS alssiwl 1) (5)eilS wlbls)l . J=> olyl o o BARRIER Many refugees cannot afford a car within the
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AUS s b 0slgils g Lo Gl ISIle ‘ transportation.
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COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT '« BARRIER Omaha's public transportation is severely limited
! in neighborhoods that families perceive as safe. Thus
daols> cJBy ‘ families feel stuck in unsafe neighborhoods because they

cannot use the bus in neighborhoods they want to live in.
Families also struggle with 1to 2 hour bus wait times.
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e BARRIER New arrival families who do not have a sponsor do not
acclimate as well as families who do.
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e SOLUTION Community members can sponsor a newly arrived . SOLUTIONI ereabislras throaafguec Odr:;hgaw_) ;

refugee family. Sponsorship includes setting up the family's
apartment, meeting them at the airport and providing guidance for
the family's first 6-9 months. Contact Refugee Empowerment
Center or Lutheran Family Services for more information.
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particularly by schools and grocery stores, and decrease the

| wait time between buses.
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