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T H E  R E C O N C I L I A T I O N  B I L L

President Trump and Congress passed the Reconciliation Bill (One Big

Bill or HR1) which includes significant cuts to SNAP.

This legislation specifically focuses on cutting food benefits to

anyone who doesn’t have a green card:

Refugees

People approved for asylum

SIVs

Afghan Parolees

Other people living in the U.S. lawfully, including certain

immigrants who are victims of domestic violence (as well as their

children and/or parents) and certain survivors of labor or sex

trafficking) 

It also includes larger SNAP changes which will impact every state,

including Nebraska



W H A T  W E  K N O W

Monday, October 20th, 2025

Anyone without a green card (refugees, asylees, SIVs*, Afghan

Parolees) will no longer be eligible for SNAP benefits

People without a documented immigration status have never been

eligible for SNAP, and many people with lawful immigration

statuses are already ineligible for SNAP due to program restrictions

enacted in 1996.

These new cuts specifically target individuals who are legally in the

United States and/or who the U.S. brought here.

Note from DHHS website
*SIV = Special Immigrant Visa, a U.S. immigration program for allies who worked for or on behalf of the U.S.
government and face threats in their home country, primarily for Iraqis and Afghans

https://dhhs.ne.gov/pages/snap.aspx


G R E E N  C A R D  S I T U A T I O N  E X P L A I N E D

When a refugee is brought to the United States,

they have to wait one year before applying for

their green card. The waiting period after

application is submitted is 1 to 2 years (possibly

longer), per what local caseworkers are seeing.

This is why anyone who was brought to the

United States as a refugee in the past 3 years is

likely impacted



W H A T  W E  K N O W

If a family is up for recertification starting on October
20th, they will not be able to recertify and will lose
their SNAP benefits

Families who have recertified will keep SNAP benefits
until their full 6 months is over (ie. if recertified in
September, benefits will stay till March)

We will see the full effect of these food cuts over the
next six months

Each month from now through April 2026, more
families will be unable to recertify



From HR1 Bill

W H A T  W E  K N O W

If anyone in the household is a U.S. citizen or green card holder, that person can

still apply for SNAP.

But under the new law:

When the state calculates benefits, it must count the income of everyone in the

household, even those who aren’t eligible for SNAP.

Example:

If a baby is a U.S. citizen but the rest of the family doesn’t have green cards,

the total household income will be divided by the number of people in the

home. For example, if there are 6 people, income is divided by 6.

 The family then applies for SNAP for one person (the baby). And DHHS

considers ⅙ of the income to determine eligiblity for the baby.

As a result, many mixed-status families will not qualify or will receive very

reduced benefits.

https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/1/text


W H A T  W E  K N O W

Example: A baby who is a U.S. Citizen in a family of six, with the father
working full-time at a meat packing plant and the mother working part-
time doing cleaning work, while also watching the infant and three children.

Father: $19.50/hour/monthly
gross income:
$3,380.00

Mother: $16/hour/monthly gross
income:  $1,386.67

Total monthly household of 6
gross income:  $4,766

Total yearly gross income:
$57,200

New formula:

$4,766/6 household members =
$794.33 x 1 eligible member =
$794.33 is the monthly gross
income

Previous level of
qualification and

support

New rule - family
benefit is

substantially
reduced

2025 Income Chart on DHHS Website

https://dhhs.ne.gov/Guidance%20Docs/SNAP%20Program%20Standards.pdf


Variety of estimates:

In 2023, the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities

(CBPP) reported that 7,000 people in Nebraska were on

SNAP who were also refugees and asylees

The majority of these families are likely from Omaha

and Lincoln

2,763 people from households of four or larger have

been resettled in Omaha over the past 36 months.

This number does not include secondary migrants

We do not know numbers of other groups who will be

impacted

The total number of impacted people is likely much

higher 

The following people who came to the USA

in the last 3 years will likely be impacted:

Refugees

Asylees

Afghan parolees

SIVs

Ukrainians who fled the war in Ukraine

H O W  M A N Y  P E O P L E  W I L L  B E  I M P A C T E D  I N  O M A H A ?

https://www.cbpp.org/research/immigration/house-republican-reconciliation-bill-takes-away-health-coverage-food


L A R G E R  S N A P  C H A N G E S  I N  N E B R A S K A

States pick up additional administrative costs for

SNAP (Oct 26)

Projected to add $17 million to Nebraska’s program

in just administrative costs

States now share costs of benefits (Oct 27)

Calculated based on a state’s error rate 

NE’s error rate for FY24 was 5.5%; share of cost for

benefits begins when error rates exceed 6% 

If Nebraska doesn’t add 
$17M to the SNAP program

in 2026, it will impact
150,000 people currently

receiving SNAP



L A R G E R  S N A P  C H A N G E S  I N  N E B R A S K A

Expands work requirements (immediately)

Broadens age range to include those 55-64 years old

Now includes parents with children 14 and older

Now includes veterans, homeless populations, and

former foster youth

Impacts free/reduced price meal access

SNAP data is used to automatically enroll free and

reduced price meal participants 

Will impact the ability to take up CEP for high-poverty

school districts



L A R G E R  S N A P  C H A N G E S  I N  N E B R A S K A

17,000
The total number of people in Nebraska who

are impacted by these changes 

This loss is estimated to remove around $30M of federal SNAP benefits
from being spent on groceries in Nebraska communities annually.



W H A T  D O  W E  N E E D  T O  D O ?

We have to make sure that people who are losing food access are able to get food.

This is priority number one for Omaha.

We cannot have families choosing between rent and

food

We cannot have children coming to school hungry

How do we do this? 

Our local food pantries will be a big part of the answer



W H A T  D O  W E  N E E D  T O  D O ?

Step One: 

Get the information about food pantries out to impacted people

There are flyers for 12 food pantries in Omaha
that have been translated into 13 languages

Visit: rdomaha.org/food to download flyers

Please download and post on your agency

websites, so more people can have access to

this information

https://rdomaha.org/food/


Step Two: 

Rally behind our food pantries financially

Omaha has incredible food pantries

They will need our support to help with the increase in need!

Food pantries can buy food wholesale, so donating financially versus dropping off items

stretches farther at most pantries (there are a few that are solely run by donated food)

Each person who is financially able needs to go today and sign up as a monthly supporter

Pick a pantry or two and donate $10 or $20 per month (or whatever amount you can)

If large numbers of people do this, we can help to support our pantries as they serve thousands

more people due to these changes

W H A T  D O  W E  N E E D  T O  D O ?



W H A T  D O  W E  N E E D  T O  D O ?

Step Three: 

Volunteer

Volunteer

Food pantries will need more hands on

deck to serve more people

Visit: rdomaha.org/food to download this food pantry engagement matrix

https://rdomaha.org/food/


We need relentless media coverage of these SNAP changes

Show people the uncomfortable and immoral impacts of these cuts

Media will be a large driving force to eventually upend this law

We need agencies contacting media to give updates on the impact this is

having on their clients

We need families impacted to do interviews

We need YOU to share every single story that is published on your social

media platforms

W H A T  D O  W E  N E E D  T O  D O ?

Step Four: Media



We need YOU to go to every townhall you hear about

...and bring up the SNAP changes

We have to make elected officials on every level aware of this crisis.

And call upon their morality. The more people we can get talking, the

more chance that change will happen.

Mayor Ewing has townhalls coming up:

W H A T  D O  W E  N E E D  T O  D O ?

Step Five: Townhalls

Who’s going?

https://www.cityofomaha.org/latest-news/1193-mayors-town-hall-series-begins-october-16-2025


We all have to contact our State Senators

Share the impact of SNAP cuts in the refugee and immigrant

population 

Push our state senators and legislature to fund the gap in SNAP

administrative costs

Push our state to support food banks and pantries meeting the need

W H A T  D O  W E  N E E D  T O  D O ?

Step Six: Contact State Senators



Step Seven: Contact Our Federal Delegation

Share the impact of SNAP cuts in the refugee and immigrant population

with our federal delegation (who all voted to enact these changes) 

Push for a full repeal of H.R.1. Support “Restoring Food Security for

American Families and Farmers Act of 2025”. FRAC email portal.

W H A T  D O  W E  N E E D  T O  D O ?

These are our elected officials who all voted
for these SNAP cuts. They are the only ones
who can fix this permanently by repealing

what they voted into law.

U.S. Senator Pete Ricketts U.S. Senator Deb Fischer Congressman Adrian Smith Congressman Don Bacon Congressman Mike Flood

https://click.everyaction.com/k/116531143/573716995/2031565070?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAxOS8xLzExNjYzNSIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICJlN2U1Zjc2NS04YWEwLWYwMTEtOGU2MS02MDQ1YmRlZDhiYTQiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogImVzYXZhaWFub0BuZWFwcGxlc2VlZC5vcmciDQp9&hmac=tyYPpRtqE04kurtPxQpGjcSpzkSHdNnxFcO8WyWKhpM=&emci=498e5238-71a0-f011-8e61-6045bded8ba4&emdi=e7e5f765-8aa0-f011-8e61-6045bded8ba4&ceid=5024979


S T A Y  U P  T O  D A T E

Join our local Fight for Refugees and Immigrants  (FFRI) Advocacy Group

Every other Thursday at 1:00pm

On Zoom

Join here



S T A Y  U P  T O  D A T E

Follow @neappleseed on Facebook, Instagram, X, BlueSky or TikTok

Visit neappleseed.org/subscribe

  sign up for our Economic Justice / 

  Appleseed News and Action / 

  Legislative Update lists



G R O U P  D I S C U S S I O N


